A study of the age distribution of pupils in the schools of the five largest cities in the United States shows, after allowing for inaccuracies of age returns, which are proverbial, that in the main the decrease in the ages of school children in these years is slight, following substantially the laws of population already explained. There is a relatively marked falling off at the age of thirteen, followed by a very marked decline in numbers at the ages of fourteen, fifteen, and sixteen. That is to say that comparatively few pupils will remain in school after the age of fourteen, many drop out at that age, and some anticipate it and leave at the age of thirteen. The data from these cities gives us very nearly the following 
